
Grammar and Vocabulary Starter 

 
SPECTRUM 4 

Grammar 

Modals 

1 Read sentences 1–9 with modals. Complete the 
table with the numbers of the sentences. 

Modals of: Sentence(s) 
Obligation 3, __ 
No obligation __ , __ 
Prohibition __ , __ 
Ability and permission __ , __ 
Advice __ 

1 You mustn’t bring your mobile phone to school. 
2 Can you stay up late at weekends? 
3 We have to wear a uniform to school. 
4 I couldn’t swim when I was five years old. 
5 You don’t need to stay, if you don’t want to. 
6 You must get here on time! 
7 Should we tell our teacher about this? 
8 You don’t have to come if you don’t want to. 
9 We aren’t allowed to leave school before we’re 

eighteen. 

Past simple and present perfect 

2 Read the sentences. What tenses do they use? 
Write PS (past simple) or PP (present perfect). 
 Anna bought new glasses yesterday. PS 
1 Brian has studied English since 2013. ___ 
2 Have you been to the USA?  ___ 
3 Did your parents go to the school last night? ___ 
4 I didn’t have to memorize a text last week. ___ 
5 We haven’t won an event for months! ___ 
6 When were your exams?    ___ 

Present simple and present continuous 

3 Choose the correct option. 
 What do you do / are you doing right now? 
1 I love / ’m loving my new jeans. 
2 We have / ’re having English lessons on 

Tuesdays. 
3 What do you study / are you studying this 

week? 
4 How often do you take / are you taking the 

train? 
5 Look! Max doesn’t enjoy / isn’t enjoying this 

film. 
6 Do you prefer / Are you preferring winter 

holidays? 

Vocabulary 

Technology verbs 

4 Complete the words in the sentences. 
 I don’t know how to s w i t ch on the computer. 
1 First, pr _ _ s the power button on the side. 
2 This app shows the news on my phone. It 

up _ _ tes every hour, so I never miss anything. 
3 Do you want to brow _ e the internet? 
4 Te _ t me when you know the time of your train. 
5 I prefer calling people on my mobile. It takes too 

long to t _ p in messages with my hands! 
6 Sw _ p _  your finger to the left to see the next 

photo. 

Money and shopping 

5 Are the sentences true or false? Write T or F. 
 You’re able to buy something if you can 

afford it. T 
1 When you buy something and you think it’s 

worth it, you’re unhappy that you bought it. ___ 
2 When you borrow money, you have to give it 

back. ___ 
3 Banks often lend money to people. ___ 
4 When you save up money, you spend it. ___ 
5 Your mum is happy when you waste money. ___ 

Expressing time 

6 Choose the correct option. 
 I’ll be at this school until / in the end of next 

year. 
1 Does your mum work at the hospital at / during 

night? 
2 The working hours for my Saturday job are at / 

from 10 a.m. to / in 6 p.m. 
3 I don’t eat much from / during the day. 
4 Mikel’s birthday is in / at August. 
5 Those boys talked all the time from / during the 

film! 
6 What do you normally do to / at weekends? 
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