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Vocabulary 


1
Please r ..... ..... ..... ..... d me to call Dan, or I’ll forget.


2
If you m ..... ..... .....  an e ..... ..... ..... ..... t, you’ll do better.


3
Sarah is p ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... e that she turned off the oven before leaving the 
house this morning.


4
Julie is c ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... s of her strengths and weaknesses. She doesn’t 
need us to tell her.


5
We r ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ed each other even though we hadn’t seen each other 
for years.


6
The earthquake was so p ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... l that it destroyed many buildings.
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Complete the mini-dialogues with the words below.

disorder  |  loss  |  likely  |  by heart  |  accurately  |  boosts  |  daydreaming 
recall  |  aloud  |  inability

[image: image2]

1
A:
Can reading a text ..................................... help you remember the information in the text?



B:
Yes. According to research, saying each word in a text makes it easier to ..................................... 
the information in the text.


2
A:
Does ..................................... have any benefits, or is it just a way to pass the time?



B:
Thinking freely ..................................... your memory and helps you solve problems.


3
A:
Are there any tricks to learning things ..................................... ?



B:
Yes. For example, writing something repeatedly helps you remember it more ..................................... .


4
A:
Is it really true that when a dog gets old, it develops an ..................................... to learn?



B:
Old dogs sometimes learn less quickly than young dogs, but they are less ..................................... 
to forget what they have learned.


5
A:
Is amnesia a permanent .................................... ?

 

B:
Sometimes people lose their memories permanently, but sometimes, the ..................................... 
is temporary.

Grammar
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Complete the sentences with the correct form of can, could, may, might or be able to. 
There may be more than one correct answer.


1
Speak louder, please. I ..................................... hear you.


2
My grandmother is losing her memory. At some point in the future, she ..................................... 
recognise me.


3
..................................... I borrow your dictionary for a minute?


4
You ..................................... begin the exam now.


5
I am really tired. I ..................................... sleep last night.


6
..................................... you ..................................... help me soon?
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Rewrite the sentences using the words in brackets. Do not change the meaning 
of the original sentence.


1
You’ve got my permission to leave now. (can)



.........................................................................................................................................................

2
In the past, it wasn’t possible for people to send text messages. (couldn’t)


.........................................................................................................................................................

3
In the future, it’s possible that people will live on Mars. (might)



.........................................................................................................................................................

4
I’ll have the time to meet you tomorrow. (be able to)



.........................................................................................................................................................

5
Will you allow me to take the exam tomorrow? (may)



.........................................................................................................................................................

6
Before I took the course, I had a problem studying efficiently. (be able to)



.........................................................................................................................................................
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Choose the correct answers to complete the text. 

People 1. are able to / is able to / could store amazing amounts of information in their brains. But did you know that we aren’t the only “memory giants”? Animals’ brains 
2. can / may / might not be as developed as people’s brains, but some animals have got very impressive memories. Horses, for example, 3. aren’t able to / could / can learn and memorise words. Pigeons are also surprisingly intelligent. They 4. will be able to / can / could recognise their faces in the mirror and 5. might / could / are able to remember 
travel routes. In the past, pigeons were used to carry messages over long distances. 
Dogs, too, have an excellent memory. Most dogs 6. will be able to / was able to / 
wasn’t able to remember your face after you have been away for years. This 
7. couldn’t / might / might not be news to you, but dogs also like to watch TV and 
listen to music, and they 8. can’t / aren’t able to / are able to remember their 
favourite songs and TV programmes![image: image6.jpg]
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